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America. New York. — Statement of the affairs of the Astor Mutual 
Insurance Company. — This Company takes no fire risks disconnected with 
marine risks. 

£ 
Amount of premiums not marked off December 31, 1850 . . 64,373 

Amount of premiums on marine and inland navigation, and J ,„ . „ fi „ 
transportation risks for the year ending December 31, 1851 . ) ' 

Total amount of premiums . . . £188,735 

Amount of earned premiums during the year as above . £138,579 
Less return premiums 17,920 

Net earned premiums 1851 . . 120,659 

Losses paid during same period £78,000 

Reinsurance, commissions, expenses, and bad debts . 1 1,728 

89,728 

Net earned Profits .... £30,931 

The profits of the Company from the 2nd April, 1849, to the 31st ) „. ., .. 

December, 1850, for which certificates were issued, amount to j ' 

Additional profits, as above 30,931 

Net earnings to 31st December, 1851 . £66,441 

The assets of the Company on the 31st December, 1851, were as 
follows: — 

£ 

Bills receivable 84,827 

Cash 6,977 

Loans on stocks 17,766 

Premium accounts to be closed by notes or cash, scrip of ) ,„„. 
sundry Mutual Insurance Companies, and salvages j ' 

£122,165 

The Board of Trustees has declared a dividend of 24 per cent, on the 
earned premiums of the year ending December 31st, 1851, for which cer- 
tificates will be issued on and after the 7th of April next. Also an interest 
of 6 per cent, on the scrip heretofore issued, payable in cash on and after 
the 3rd of February. 

Neto York. — Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company. — Statement of the 
Affairs of the Company on the 31st December, 1851. 

Premiums received on marine risks, from 1st January, 1851, to 31st £ 

December, 1851 591,205 

Premiums on policies not marked off 1st January, 1851 . . 232,560 

Total amount of marine premiums .... £823,765 

No policies have been issued upon life risks; nor upon fire risks discon- 
nected with marine risks. 

Premiums marked off from 1st January, 1851, to 31st December, 1851, £614,1 09 

Losses paid during the same period .... £312,234 

Returns of premiums and expenses .... 86,137 

£398,371 
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The Company has the following assets, viz. — 

United States Stock, State Stocks, New York City Stocks, City £ 

Bank Stocks, and loans on state and other stocks, drawing interest 192,417 

Bonds and mortgages, and leal estate . . . . . . 107,213 

Dividends on stocks, interest on bonds and mortgages and other loans, 
sundry notes, reinsurance, and other claims due to the Company, 

estimated at 18,780 

Premium notes and bills receivable 358,248 

Cash in bank 8,272 

Total amount of assets £684,930 

The Board of Trustees has resolved to pay an interest of 6 per cent, 
on the outstanding certificates of profits to the holders thereof, or their 
legal representatives, on and after Tuesday the 3rd of February. 

The Trustees, after reserving £200,000 of profits, have further resolved 
that the outstanding certificates issued in 1850, and 90 per cent, of those 
issued in 1851, be redeemed and paid to the holders thereof, or their legal 
representatives, on and after Tuesday, the 3rd of February, from which date 
all interest will cease thereon. The certificates to be produced at the time 
of payment, and cancelled to the extent paid. 

The Board has also declared a dividend of 35 per cent, on- the net 
earned premiums of the Company for the year ending 31st December, 1851, 
for which certificates will be issued on and after Tuesday, the 3rd of Feb- 
ruary. 

The profits of the Company, ascertained from the 1st of July, 1842, 

to the 1st of January, 1851, for which certificates were issued, £ 

amount to . 598,326 

Additional profits from 1st January, 1851, to 1st January, 1852 . 185,740 

Total profits for 9| years 784,066 

Certificates of 1844, 1845, 1846, 1847, 1848, 1849, and 60 per cent, 
of 1850 paid off 394,331 

Net earnings remaining with the Company on the 1 st of 

January, 1852 £389,735 

New York. — Statement of the affairs of the Union Mutual Insurance 
Company, 1852. 

£ 
Outstanding premiums, January 1, 1851 36,771 

Premiums received from January 1st to December 31sl, 1851 : — 

On marine risks . .£86,526 

On fire risks 14,509 

101,035 

Total amount of premiums . . . £137,806 

Earned premiums on risks marked off from January 1st to ) »„, QrQ 
December 31st, 1851 j *9/,»t>» 

Losses during the same time :— 

On marine risks £47,431 

On fire risks 5,718 

£53,149 

Return premiums 15,343 

Reinsurances, expenses, and bad debts .... 8,084 

76,576 

Net profits for 1851 . . . . £21,393 
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The Company has the following assets: — 

£ 

Loans on stocks 32,838 

Cash on hand 20,831 

Bonds and mortgages 5,060 

Subscription notes 46,819 

Premium notes 35,327 

Interest due on loans, salvages, and sundry claims due to the Company 4,706 

Total amount of assets .... £145,581 

The Board of Trustees has ascertained a profit of 26 per cent, on the 
net earned premiums of the Company for the year ending December 31st, 
1851, and has resolved that an interest of 6 per cent, on the cash capital, 
and also 6 per cent, interest on the scrip authorized to be issued in 1849, 
1850, and 1851, be paid to the stockholders and scripholders, or their legal 
representatives, on and after the 29th instant; and further, that a dividend 
of 20 per cent, be declared to the stockholders and insured out of the 
profits of the Company, agreeably to the charter, for which certificates will 
be issued on and after the 20th March. 

On the 3rd of December last the Trustees directed the payment of the 
£20,000 cash capital subscribed on the commencement of the Company's 
business, which has been paid to the stockholders, and hereafter the entire 
profits of the Company will be divided among its dealers. 

This Company continues to insure buildings, merchandise, household 
furniture, vessels in port, &c., against loss or damage by fire, and divides 
the profits on this class of business the same as on the marine premiums. 

New York. — Statement of the affairs of the Mutual Life Insurance 
Company, for the year ending January 31, 1852. 

£ 

Net assets on hand, January 31, 1851 256,018 



For premiums £92,230 

For interest 16,691 

108,920 

£364,938 
Disbursements. 
For losses paid which occurred in 1851 . . . £26,180 

„ surrendered policies .2,158 

„ salaries, rent, physicians' fees, stationery, printing, ) . -„„ 

postage, &c. ) ' 

„ commissions, advertising, exchanges, &c. . . 4,732 
On account of first dividend, being profits on policies j , „og 

terminated by death .... ) ' 
Annuities, balance 444 

39,407 

Assets 31st January, 1852 £325,531 

Losses incurred, not yet paid, awaiting proofs of death 7,000 

Net assets, all losses and expenses being paid . . £318,531 

Increase of assets for the year .... £62,513 

Whole amount of losses in 1851 . .£33,180 
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Investments. £ 

In Bank of New York, and cash on hand .... 7,906 

In bonds and mortgages on real estate, principally in the cities ) «nn .,. 

of New York and Brooklyn, worth double the amount loaned ) ' 

Stocks, United States and Corporation of New York, cost value 21,596 

Temporary loans on policies in lieu of surrender . . . 2,269 

Balance due from agents 5,000 

£325,531 

New York. — Statement of the Affairs of the Sun Mutual Insurance 
Company, 1851. 

£ 

Unexpired premiums on the 4th October, 1850 .... 90,715 
Premiums received for the year ending 4th October, 1851, viz. — 

On marine risks £244,450 

On inland navigation and transportation risks . 29,944 
On fire risks 63,499 

337,893 

£428,608 

£ 
Earned premiums during the year ending as aforesaid . . . 347,113 
Return premiums 27,461 

Net earned premiums . . . . . . .£319,652 

Losses during the same period : — 

On marine risks £147,857 

On inland navigation and transportation risks . . 15,235 

On fire risks 50,440 

£213,532 

Reinsurances during the year 11,591 

Expenses 5,979 

231,102 

Net profits £88,550 

The profits of the Company to 4th October, 1850, for which certifi- £ 

cates were issued, amount to 351,152 

Additional profits from 4th October, 1850, to 4th October, 1851 . 88,560 

£439,702 
Certificates paid off to 1848 157,257 

Net earnings to 4th October, 1851 . . . . £282,445 

The assets of the Company on the 4th October, 1851, were as follows, 
viz. — 

£ 

Bonds and mortgages . . 59,200 

Stocks, and loans on stocks ....... 116,904 

Real estate 18,486 

Cash 27,769 

Interest accrued on stocks, bonds and mortgages, and loans ' . . 5,567 

Bills receivable 169,439 

Premium accounts uncollected, — scrip of sundry Insurance Com- 
panies, &c 5,219 

» — 
£402,584 
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The Board of Trustees have declared a dividend of 27^ per cent, on thi 
earned premiums of the year ending October 4th, 1851, for which certifi 
cates will be issued on and after 1st January; and have also directed th< 
payment of 6 per cent, in cash, for interest on the scrip heretofore issued 
payable on and after 1st November. They have further resolved, that aftei 
reserving £200,000, the outstanding certificates of profits issued for th< 
year 1848, and 50 per cent, of those for 1849, be redeemed and paic 
to the holders thereof, or their legal representatives, on and after the 31 si 
December next, from which date all interest thereon shall cease. 

Pbussia. — Suicide in Berlin. 

Suicides officially reported in Berlin. {Statistical account of 
the Police Office.) 



Committed by 


1849. 


1850. ' 


1849-50. 


Males and 
Females. 


Males. 


Females. 


Both. 


Males and 
Females. 




15 

5 
39 

4 

8 • 

5 


2 
24 
6 
42 
1 
2 
4 


i 

9 
6 
3 
4 


2 

25 

15 

48 

4 

6 

4 


2 
40 
20 
87 

8 
14 

9 








Throwing from heights . . 






76 


81 


23 


104 


180 



We have been favoured by our valued correspondent at Hamburg 
Herr Lazarus, with the above table of suicides at Berlin in the years 184£ 
and 1850, and with the following comparison of the results by Mr. R 
Thompson Jopling, who has already so well treated on this subject in oui 
last two Numbers. A larger series of observations, however, would b( 
desirable in order to arrive at satisfactory conclusions. 

In the year 1849 the number of suicides was 76, while in the yeai 
following they amounted to 104, or about 37 per cent, greater. 

The estimated population of Berlin in 1849 was 451,435; in 1850. 
469,850; and consequently the mortality per cent, from suicide in the yeai 
1849 was -01684, while in 1850 it was -02213. By referring to lasl 
Number (No. V.) of the Assurance Magazine, page 36, it will be seen thai 
the mortality per cent, from suicide for all ages is -01560, which is rathei 
less than that in Berlin in 1849. It must be borne in mind, however, thai 
the suicides in Berlin are compared with the total population, whereas 
those in London are only compared with the population at the ages wher, 
the suicides took place, »'. e. from 15 to 85. 

The greatest number of suicides in Berlin takes place from hanging — 
amounting in the two years to 87, or 48 per cent., or nearly one-hall 
the total number. The following table shows the per-centage proportior 
of each class of suicide to the total number; and in a parallel column wil 
be found the same results for London, extracted from the paper, "Statistic! 
of Suicide," above mentioned. 
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Committed by 



Cutting throat and stabbing 

Shooting 

Drowning 

Hanging 

Throwing from heights . . . 
Poisoning 

Total 



Berlin 

per centage 

proportion to 

total. 



6-1 
22-2 
11-1 
48-4 

4-4 
7-8 



lOO'O 



Per centage 

London, 

1846-50. 

(Jopling.) 



23-2 

4-4 
143 
34'9 

3-5 
197 



1000 



It will be seen that, while in London 23 per cent, of all suicides take 
place from stabbing, and 4*4 per cent, from shooting, in Berlin they are 
found to represent 6*1 and 22 - 2 per cent, respectively, or very nearly the 
reverse results. In Berlin suicide from poisoning forms 7 - 8 per cent., 
and in Paris 6 - l per cent., while in London it is nearfy20 (19 - 7) per cent. 
These results are very important, as showing the much better regulations 
regarding the sale of poison abroad than in England. 

Income Tax. — The highest assessment, according to the regulations of 
the income tax, amounts to 7200 thalers (£1028) ; and this amount of 
rating is only paid by three persons in all the kingdom of Prussia, namely, 
the Duke von Aremberg, the Duchess von Sagan, and the Counts von 
Fiirstenburg Stammheim. The Duke von Aremberg, whose largest landed 
possessions lie in Belgium, is only assessed to the income tax for his pro- 
perty in Prussia; and both the Counts von Furstenberg Stammheim, whose 
yearly revenues amount to the sum of 400,000 th. (£57,143), are liable 
to taxation only to the extent of 240,000 th. (£34,286), since this is the 
income on which the highest rate of taxation is levied, and nothing beyond 
this amount is liable. Every 33,300 th. (£4757) of income is liable to a 
tax of 1000 th. (£143), and all above the amount previously stated is 
exempt. By the last assessment, mortgages secured upon estates are 
brought into account as subject to the income tax. — Masius, Leipzig. 
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American Steamboats. — Accidents to western boats seem to come in an 
epidemic form. For a month or two we hear of none, and then again every 
day's mail, or rather telegraph, will record some new calamity by fire, snags, or 
steam. The list of boats destroyed and injured in 1850 I do not think is com- 

Saratively large, although when arrayed in figures it looks frightful enough, 
uring the year there were 53 boats lost upon the western waters, and 107 
serious accidents occurred, as follows : — 33 boats sunk, 14 burned, 6 destroyed 
by explosion, and 64 seriously injured. Over 700 persons lost tlwir lives, and 
property to the amount of 1,500,000 dollars was sacrificed. During the summer 
of 1841, on the Mississippi, between the mouth of the Ohio and St. Louis, 30 
boats were snagged and sunk — in fact, a great part of the then St. Louis fleet 
was lost. That this was the case can excite no wonder in the mind of any one 
who has sailed upon the Upper Mississippi in a time of very low water. In 
every direction he will see wrecks of mired boats, and tremble lest the next 
hour may add his own to their number. One spot above Cairo is known, and 
justly, as the " Grave Yard," and the bottom is paved with the bones of lost 
steamers. — New York Literary World. 
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